
committed to fostering an environment of unity, growth, and shared purpose as we work together to
enhance the vibrancy of our temple and strengthen the bonds that connect us. I fully understand the
gravity of the duties I now undertake and pledge my unwavering dedication to upholding the traditions
and values that define us, while simultaneously seeking innovative ways to ensure our prosperity for
generations to come. This journey ahead will undoubtedly present its challenges, but I am confident
that by combining our collective wisdom, passion, and devotion, we can achieve remarkable progress
and deepen the spiritual foundation upon which our community thrives. Thank you for this profound
opportunity to serve you as your newest Potentate. 
In today’s rapidly evolving organizational landscape, effective leadership transcends the mere
possession of a title or badge; it is fundamentally about the ability to set a tone that inspires, fosters
open communication, and ensures that every team member feels valued and heard. Traditional
notions of leadership often emphasize authority and control, overlooking the significance of emotional
intelligence and connectivity. As your Potentate, I believe that true leadership is rooted in building
relationships and creating an inclusive environment where ideas flourish and collaboration thrives. 
I look forward to fostering an environment where we can all be leaders in our own right, inspired by
one another. Members are encouraged to share their ideas or concerns through open forums or by
directly contacting the temple leadership. Open communication is key to ensuring that everyone’s
voice is heard and valued within our community.
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FROM THE POTENTATE:
ALAN BUNCH
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS

DIVAN MEETING, JANUARY 5, 6:00PM
DIRECTOR STAFF MEETING, JANUARY 5, 7:30PM
CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR ILL. SIR DON FEESER, PP, 2PM
STATED MEETING, JANUARY 8, 7:00PM
PUBLIC INSTALLATION, JANUARY 9 
AZAN MEMORIAL, JANUARY 18, 3PM

I would like to start by expressing my gratitude to the nobility for
electing me to this position. It is an honor to serve this Temple in a
role that comes with such responsibility. This election is not only a
personal milestone but also a testament to the trust and confidence
placed in me by my peers. With a deep sense of appreciation, I am

Sincerely,
Ill. Sir Alan Bunch
Potentate
AZAN Shriners 2026

https://www.azanshrine.org/


 hugs, and quiet gestures of kindness lift us
every single day.
It truly takes a village, a community of love, to
weather life’s storms and cherish its joys. You
are that village for us. You are with us. We
feel it, and it strengthens us.

With Fraternal Love, 
Todd Forschino
Assistant Rabban 2026
Azan Shrine

ASSISTANT
RABBAN
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As Amber and I close out another year in
service to Azan, our hearts are full of
gratitude for the Nobility who continue to
surround us with encouragement, fraternity,
and genuine love. We are reminded every
day that challenges are easier to face, and
victories are sweeter to celebrate, when you
walk beside people who truly care. Azan is
such a community, a village built on
compassion, fellowship, and shared purpose,
and we feel your support deeply.
Looking ahead, 2026 presents meaningful
opportunities for growth, stewardship, and
outreach. I am humbled to have been
entrusted to chair the Finance Committee,
which will meet at least quarterly to support
the financial health, accountability, and
strategic direction of our Temple. 
I am equally honored to Chair the First
Responders Dinner, a signature event that
recognizes the brave men and women who
protect and serve our community. Bringing
Azan’s gratitude to these heroes is a privilege,
and I look forward to strengthening
partnerships that reflect the Shrine’s values
of service and appreciation.
This coming year also brings exciting
collaboration with our new MarComm Chair,
Jeff Kagan, and Membership Chair, Greg
Schenk II, as we expand our public presence,
refine our message, and reach potential new
Nobles throughout the community. Together,
we will continue to shape programs that
connect Azan with families, businesses, civic
leaders, and those seeking exactly what our
fraternity provides: purpose, brotherhood,
and a home.
On behalf of Amber and me, thank you. You
have walked with us through good days and
difficult ones, through moments of
celebration and moments of uncertainty.
Your prayers, smiles, texts, handshakes,

RECORDER
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HOSPITAL CHARITY -
PAPER DRIVES
Nobles,
Azan Shriners have an impressive variety of
ways to participate in the many parades held
throughout Brevard County each year. Our
parade participation is the most visible way
Shriners interact with the community, reaching
all age groups. We have the opportunity to
connect with longtime supporters who already
appreciate the work of Shriners Children’s
Hospital, younger families who are just
learning what we offer as they raise their
children, and youngsters who enjoy our little
cars, motorcycle units, Jeeps, clowns, and
Swamp Rats.
Parades also allow us to demonstrate our
appreciation for our military veterans and to
showcase our organization’s involvement
through the Daughters of the Nile
Ambassadors.
For 2025, we have enjoyed many excellent
parade opportunities.
Azan participated in the Cape Canaveral
Veterans Day Parade on November 8th. The
parade formed at Cape View Elementary
School and stepped off at 11:11 a.m., ending at
the Nancy Hanson Complex (Sheriff’s Taylor
Avenue parking lot), where refreshments were
provided for participants. Azan parade units
departed the Azan Shrine Center at
approximately 8:30 a.m. Saturday morning,
with units from the Central Brevard Shrine
Club meeting us at the form-up site.
Participants included the Legion of Honor cart,
Richard Earls’ Tin Lizzie, the Director’s Staff in
their new mini-Jeeps, the Central Brevard train,
and Darryll Schmitt representing Azan Bikers. I
sincerely thank all participants and their
supporters for a smooth and professional
event and hope to see everyone again next
year.
Azan also participated in the Light Up Viera

 evening parade on November 29th. This was
one of the largest parades we have participated
in, with exceptionally strong attendance. Units
included the Legion of Honor, the North Brevard
Shrine Club train, the Director’s Staff with their
new mini-Jeeps, and Darrell Schmitt representing
Azan Bikers.
On December 6th, Azan participated in the
Merritt Island Christmas Parade, which was
larger than usual with approximately 90 units.
Azan participants included the Legion of Honor,
Richard Earls’ Tin Lizzie, and the Jeep Club.
Azan participated in both the Cocoa/Rockledge
Christmas Parade and the Cocoa Beach
Christmas Parade on December 13th.
Participants included the Legion of Honor, the
Central Brevard train crew, the Jeep Club, and
the Daughters of the Nile. We were warmly
welcomed and repeatedly thanked for our Shrine
work at both events. One question we heard
often was, “Where are the little cars?” Let’s work
to get our little cars into more parades next year.
There is one more Christmas parade this season:
the Port St. John Christmas Parade on December
20th. This is one of our larger events, with
participants from Azan, Central Brevard Shrine
Club, and North Brevard Shrine Club.
The Christmas parade schedule is provided
below with appropriate times and details.
To all who participated in parades this year,
thank you for wearing your fez proudly and for
showing the community that Azan Shrine is alive
and well.
If you have any questions regarding Azan’s
parade participation, please contact me at
azanparade@gmail.com or 321-877-9937.

Fraternally,
Noble Wally Jones
Azan Parade Marshal

JANUARY 2026
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HOSPITAL CHARITY -
PAPER DRIVES
Nobles,
Our storefront paper drives are high visibility
activities for the Shriners. We get to “show the
fez,” and meet a variety of local and visiting
people. Many of the people we meet have
been helped by the Shrine and have a lasting
appreciation. There are many people who have
not had any direct contact with the Shriners
and have many questions about what we do.
These drives provide some of the best direct
contact opportunities we enjoy with the public.  
All this and we raise money for the Children’s
Hospital Charity. I encourage all able Shriners
to participate in these fund raisers, as they
support the core reason the Shriners exist. 
On November 1  and 2 , we conducted a
paper drive at the Melbourne Beach Publix, a
site we had not tried in a couple of years. It was
a successful event. Participants included Al
Zabel, Trebor Boatright, Greg and Heather
Schenk, Todd Forschino, PP Roger McKay,
Darrell Schmitt, Richard Earls, John Kraniou
and Wally Jones. Additionally, I booked the
Melbourne Publix for two paper drives in 2026.

st nd

Azan Daughters of the Nile Ladies have
successfully participated in the last three Sam’s
and Publix paper drive activities, and I hope for
their future support for these fund raisers.  
There are no other paper drives currently
planned for 2025. 
There are two paper drives currently scheduled
for 2026; both are at Melbourne Beach Publix
and are scheduled for March 21-22 and
November 7-8.
I am working to confirm two paper drives at
Melbourne Sam’s Club for 2026.
If any of our clubs or units would like a list of
paper drive sites (pre and post pandemic), I
can provide lists of locations that have
supported our paper drives in the past and
may be willing to do so this year. Additionally, I

have assembled a contact credentials
package that includes an introductory letter
describing our paper drives and includes our
501c3 certification and our Certificate of
Insurance. I will provide these to all club and
unit paper drive representatives, who
request them.
Please contact me at azancharity@gmail.com
or call me at 321-877-9937, with any
questions regarding this year’s Paper Drives.

Noble Wally Jones
Azan Paper Drive Chairman

mailto:azancharity@gmail.com
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL THE NOBILITY
AND THEIR FAMILIES
Our December 1, 2025, monthly meeting was
well attended by our members, including
several members of the Divan. Everyone
enjoyed the snacks and refreshments prior to
the meeting, as well as the fun and fellowship
throughout the evening.
There was a discussion regarding the very
successful Turkey Roast, thanks to Noble Les
Woodring. All 200 turkeys were sold, with
many people asking for more. The staff at
Beef O Brady’s should be recognized for their
outstanding assistance with this event.
The unit participated with the new Jeeps in
the nighttime parade in Viera on Saturday,
November 29. It was a long parade, with
thousands of spectators—including many
children—lining the route. The Jeeps were
very well received. The unit also voted to
participate in the Port St. Johns Parade on
Saturday, December 20.
Our Annual Directors Staff Golf Tournament
was held on Saturday, December 13, with ten
foursomes participating. Everyone appeared
to have a great time and enjoyed the food
and prizes afterward. However, we could
have used additional members to help with
the various activities.
There was a discussion concerning the
construction of a new ramp to the shed
where the Jeeps are stored. This item was
tabled until the next meeting, but it is a
project that needs to be completed as soon
as possible to prevent potential injury. The
materials for the project have already been
purchased.
Congratulations to our newly elected
Potentate and his Divan for 2026.
A reminder that 2026 dues will be due at the
January meeting. Per our bylaws, dues must
be paid by the end of January of the new
year. Our next meeting will be held on
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DIRECTOR’S STAFF Monday, January 5, 2026, at the Shrine
Lounge. As always, we invite the Nobility to
join us for great fellowship.

Respectfully submitted,
Carl E. Shoultz Sr.
 Secretary

5

Wow, we are now in another year! It seems like
the years keep getting shorter and shorter.
Hope everyone had a most blessed Christmas
with family and friends and that Santa was
good to all.  
Our club thoroughly enjoyed having its train in
several parades during the holiday season,
including Viera, Cocoa/Rockledge, Cocoa
Beach, and Port Saint John.  A huge shout out
to Wally Jones for all of his hard work in
coordinating all of these parades for Azan
Shriners!
Our January meeting will be held at my house
on January 13th. Drinks and Dinner at 6:00,
meeting at 7:00.   Please contact me if you
need directions to my home. And as always, we
have our Koffee Klatch every Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday mornings from 8:30-
10:30 at Cocoa Lodge #113. 

Fraternally,
HA (Rick) Rickards
President

CENTRAL BREVARD



HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
A new year is upon us and I am very excited to be
Azan’s First Lady for 2026. Congratulations to all
the Officers that were installed this year and thank
you to all of you who attended.
I would like to invite all the ladies of Nobles who
are attending the monthly meetings to join us in
the Oasis for fun and fellowship. We will have
some exciting events planned.
We are going to honor our outgoing First Lady
Renee Smithwick at a luncheon at Squid Lips on
January 24th at 11:30. What a wonderful First Lady
she has been. I have big shoes to fill. Those of you
that plan to attend please let me know so that I
can get an accurate count for the restaurant.
Our Memorial Service will be Sunday, January 18th
at 2:00pm. Hope to see all of you there.
Our annual Super Bowl Party will be held in the
Oasis at 6:00pm. More on that to come.
I look forward to meeting all of you and will send
out notices to keep you updated. Please feel free
to contact me if there is anything I can do.
With Warm Wishes,
Cat Lind, First Lady
757-477-5932
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FIRST LADY WIDOWS CLUB

HADJI COURT NO.88

Happy New Year! Looking forward to another
successful year supporting AZAN. Our widow’s
club has been holding a dessert table at the AZAN
Annual Fish Fry and BBQ for more years that I can
remember. Our group is small and we would like
more widows to think about joining us. Our
husbands supported the Shrine Hospitals and the
services they provide to children in need and in
some small way we still help. We meet once a
month for a catered lunch at AZAN.
Our next meeting is Wednesday, January 21  at
AZAN. Sign-in is at 11:15 with lunch ($12) served at
11:30am. Call Carolyn Hinman at 321-9565-0044 or
Judy Burr at 321-305-4540 for information.

st

Our members will receive a phone call re
attendance, so our caterers know how many to
prepare for. 
Judy Burr, Secretary

 

Happy New Year Ladies and Nobles! This is the
time of year for installing new officers at lodges
and at AZAN. Enjoy the installation ceremonies as  
the new officers take on new responsibilities.
Hadji Court will have their next stated meeting on
January 12, 2026, at 6:30 pm. Refreshments will be
served prior to the meeting. Ladies of the court
welcome new members. If you are interested in
becoming a member and helping Shriner's
children, please speak to one of our ladies.
Respectfully submitted,
Laura Headley, Past High Priestess

REMINDER

The Celebration of Life for Past
Potentate Illustrious Sir Don Feeser is
set to take place at the Azan Shrine
Center on January 6, 2026 at 2:00PM.
Please join in this heartfelt tribute to
commemorate his life and legacy. 
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Ill. Sir Ray Lynch, PP &
& Lady Adele
Jerry & Sherry Mayo
Walter Milton
Ill. Sir Roger McKay, PP
& Lady Elizabeth Morgan
John & Donna Millhouse
Paul & Carol Moore
David Norris
James North
Howard & Betty Ann O’Dell
Ill. Sir John Paniccia, PP
& Lady Danie
Matthew Reuther
Melissa Reuther
Jerry Reynolds
& Sue Ann Reynolds
William & Evelyn Ringler
Maynard & Gloria Robinson
Jay & Sarah Rodgers
Ill. Sir Thomas Ronney, PP
& Lady Barbara
Dave & Dee Ryan
Gregory & Mariana Seaman
David & Ginny Search
Ill. Sir George Stenzel, PP 
& Lady Wanda
William & Virginia Waggoner
Otto & Betty West
Ill. Sir John Whitehead, PP 
& Lady Doranne
Patrick & Julie Wylie
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M.W. Jorge & Bonnie Aladro
Ill. Sir Gene Barringer
& Lady Barbara 
Dorrall & Judy Berry
Peter & Kathy Brown
Judy Burr
Tom & Connie Buterbaugh
Ty D. Buterbaugh
Olav & Christine Christiansen
Andy & Patsy Cosenza
Barbara DeVault
Larry & Vicki Duguay
Richard & Penny Earls
Bob Gabriel Jr.
Ill. Sir George Goddard, PP &
Lady Theresa
In Memory of Ill. Sir
Denzil Hammond, PP
& Lady Jean
Greg & Cheryl Hanshaw
MW Jim Harris, PGM
Pete & Vicki Higdon
Carolyn Hinman
Ill. Sir Ron Hoedebeck, PP
James & Eriko Hough
Ken & Diana Iverson
Wally & Shari Jones
Randy & Paige Klaus
Al & Stanlee Levine
Ill. Sir Terry Lewis, PP &
Lady Melodie

BECOME A NEWSLETTER 
BOOSTER TODAY!

Dues:
$15 for one line
$25 for multiple names/lines

How to Pay:
 📞 Call (321) 259-5302
 🏢 Visit our office (Mon–Fri, 9 AM–4 PM)
 📬 Mail your payment to our office
Add a note letting us know how you want your name displayed. 

Questions? Just give us a call. Thanks again!
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H‌A‌P‌P‌Y‌

BIRTHDAY

JOHN T MCCORQUODALE JR
EYAD E SMEEN
JAMES WOLFE
JONATHAN LOPEZ
JAMES E CAUSEY
WILLIAM S WILKENS
HOWARD D REILLY
PERRY J  COLEMAN JR
JORGE L ALADRO
JEFFREY M SULTAN
SCOTT W SHARP
JOHN HEER II I
MATTHEW J TODD
ROBERT A SOMERS
JOHN F MILLHOUSE
DONALD W BISCOE
THOMAS J  LANDERS
WILLIAM ROW
JOHN G REGER
KEVIN M GHOLSTON
RICHARD CALDWELL
MICAH E NIX
JACK E VERNEZZE
JONATHAN S PITT
RONALD D LENTZ

1/1/1936
1/1/1964
1/1/1985
1/1/1988
1/2/1972
1/3/1959
1/4/1942
1/5/1954
1/5/1955
1/5/1958
1/5/1978
1/6/1961
1/7/1969
1/8/1950
1/9/1944
1/9/1953
1/11/1945
1/11/1972
1/12/1963
1/13/1963
1/14/1945
1/15/1973
1/16/1936
1/16/1982
1/17/1948
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1/17/1949
1/17/1968
1/17/1990
1/18/1978
1/19/1940
1/19/1955
1/19/1974
1/19/1975
1/20/1943
1/20/1947
1/20/1968
1/20/1985
1/21/1946
1/22/1947
1/22/1950
1/22/1960
1/22/1965
1/25/1965
1/27/1929
1/28/1958
1/29/1956
1/30/1962
1/30/1980
1/31/1935
1/31/1949
1/31/1949

DAVID E WHITNEY
TY D BUTERBAUGH
MATTHEW R REUTHER
LYDELL SUMNER
MURRAY D DELAUTER
WAYNE R PAISLEY
MICHAEL T MCKAY
GREGORY SCHENK
GLENN A CRAIG
ALLEN W LLOYD
JON E WOLFERSBERGER
TANER PRIMMER
PAUL J  SIMPSON
JOHN W JONES
JOSEPH H CHAPMAN II I
JAMES C BROWN
EDWARD R SKAROSI JR
NEIL C HOCKENHULL
CHARLIE D BAKER
LEONARD D HEARNDON
CLAUDE W HUTCHINSON
ROBERT W IVEY
LOREN P GOSCH
RAYMOND L NORMAN JR
ANDREW J COSENZA
ROBERT T HEADLEY PP



AZAN SHRINE CENTER
1591 W. EAU GALLIE BLVD.
MELBOURNE, FL 32935


